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BACKGROUND MATERIAL
Monument of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence

On Műegyetem rakpart (Polytechnic Institute Quay)
As chairman of a Memorial Committee set up by the Government to prepare the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Revolution and War of Independence, the academician Dr Domokos Kosáry invited Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány and the leaders of parliamentary parties to a meeting on 11 October 2005, on the initiative of former Primer Minister Dr Péter Boross. On that occasion a decision was made to unveil a monument erected by the 1956 organisations simultaneously with the Central Monument erected pursuant to a Government Decision.

The Government commissioned the Public Foundation for Freedom Fighters to coordinate the erection of the Monument. The 1956 organisations that the Public Foundation for Freedom Fighters contacted to select a location unanimously voted for the Polytechnic Institute to be the site of the Monument.

At the competition for the design of the Monument, the jury awarded the first prize to Róbert Csíkszentmihályi. The Monument was jointly built by the companies Fáskerti és Társa Képzőművészeti Kivitelező és Forgalmazó Bt. and MEANDER Ipari, Kereskedelmi és Szolgáltató Kft.

The Monument is situated at a major location of the events of the 1956 Revolution, a focus of the insurrection. The composition represents a mass of people pressing ahead to break free of confinement. Taller than its group of insurgents, the female figure expresses the shared desire for freedom. Despite the variety of characters, the figures symbolise people as they move ahead for a common goal: freedom and independence.
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