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Background material
Central Monument

of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence
By virtue of the Government Decision on the National Monument of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence, the 1956 Memorial Committee, the heads of the 1956 NGOs, the Speaker of the House, the Minister responsible for the Prime Minister’s Office, and the Mayor of Budapest jointly prepared the erection of the monument.
The plans of the Monument were selected in an international open competition. The independent international jury decided to reward seven plans. The winning plans were submitted by the group „i-y Alkotócsoport Kft.”
The builder of the monument was selected at an open tender procedure. After four negotiation rounds, the jury pronounced Electronics, Logistics and Asset Management Plc. of the Ministry of Defence to be the winner.
The plans of the Monument were inspired by the well-known photos of university students as they march from the Polytechnic Institute to the Bem Statue on 23 October 1956. The conic shape symbolizes people who link their arms and trust each other as well as the strength of community.
The Monument is erected at the entrance of Városliget. Reminiscent of the streets in the 1950s, its plinth called “Silence Square” provides an opportunity for personal remembrance. From there a set of rustically rusty iron columns emerges to the height of a human, allowing access as far as one third of the Monument so that visitors can feel members of the community which is represented by the columns.

Further ahead along the axis of the Monument, the columns are closer and closer to each other. As they become higher, their material becomes brighter until they unite in a completely solid eight meter high block made of stainless high alloy steel. This cone breaks the pavement of Felvonulási tér to allude to the strength of the Revolution, which becomes manifest at this place too.
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