Formal Address Katalin Szili in the Parliament 

on 23 October 2006
Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Please allow me to welcome you warmly and wholeheartedly in the building of the Hungarian Parliament on the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of 1956.
1956 of Hungary shook the Soviet empire that had been seen as unmoveable, and shattered the political fiction of proletarian socialism. The totalitarian system was assailed from the side of fundamental human rights. The Hungarian revolution sent the message to the world that communism could be defeated. It sent the message that totalitarian dictatorship is not a historical necessity. That where there is tyranny, freedom and democracy can be reborn.
The intellectual-political influence of the Soviet system and the myth of its invincible nature were fundamentally weakened by the revolution in Hungary. Several forms of enthusiasm and commitment lived side by side in Hungary in the autumn of 1956. Today we learn more and more about the history of 1956. The memories of the lads of Pest, the revolutionaries who are known by this name in the Hungarian history of the twentieth century, the memories of the reform intellectuals, the workers’ councils and the revolutionaries in the countryside have been kept by the participants and documented in the archives. 
We pay tribute to the fifty-sixers in emigration and in Hungary, to the democrats who did not allow the memory of 1956 to fade away even in the decades of official falsification of history. We pay tribute and owe thanks to an almost uncountable number of host countries of the world who provided refuge to our fellow countrymen who fled from the retaliation that followed the freedom fight. We pay tribute to those Hungarians thinking democratically and responsibly who were not afraid of risking their own physical integrity and lives to liberate the country.
These people were not ungrateful to their hosts, because their majority became respected citizens of their new homelands: they have enriched their second countries through their scientific, artistic, cultural or other merits.
Distinguished Guests,
It is our very duty to know and admit to our past. The revolution and freedom fight of 1956, with its cleansing power, put back Hungary onto the moral map of Europe and the world. And in order to make sure that the country never again slips off this moral map, we should see and recognise that the future cannot be built or served unless we have a realistic impression of our past. 1956 is a rare chapter of Hungarian history that has become an unquestionable part of world history. We should be proud of that. And we can be proud also that the democratic republic could finally be implemented from the hopes of this diverse and polyphonic 1956. 
“Down with tyranny, long live the law!” – this was one of the most memorable slogans of the 23rd of October of 1956. The majority of the historical claims of the diversely unified revolution, and also the then prevailing world order are part of history today. The prime minister Imre Nagy and his fellows and followers could understand the elementary desire of the Hungarian society and the Hungarian nation that was formulated by Áron Tamási in his writing “Hungarian Prayer” of October 26 as follows: “The powers that deem it right and proper to live in their systems should grant us the opportunity to live in our own human and national forms. This form has been and will be nothing else than a form of social democracy and national independence.”
Distinguished Guests,
The then ruling powers did not grant this opportunity to our country. However, the Hungarian 56 also eliminated the possibility for the system of powers to carry on in an unchanged form. The elementary revolution shattered the foundations of the world order – primarily the order of the Soviet world. The system could be sustained for a little longer through retaliation, consolidation, reforms and counter-reforms, through arms and ink; but it could not be upkept on long term.
Distinguished Guests,
On this day we issue a manifesto to the peoples of the world to commemorate of the heroes of 1956. We want to commemorate the people the personal fates of whom will remain an eternal sign, an everlasting exclamation mark for us all: it is a gift to be born free, but it is a joint responsibility and duty to live free and to respect of freedom of others.
Distinguished Guests,
After these introductory words please allow me first to read out the message of the Secretary General of the United Nations that was sent to me in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the Hungarian revolution:
“The events of 1956 were a poignant and unforgettable manifestation of the human quest to live in freedom and dignity. As Hungarians commemorate those events, the rest of the world, too, pays tribute to the courage, conviction and character that shaped them.
Those same attributes have also helped to shape the Hungary we know today: a country founded on democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law; a vibrant society and dynamic economy in the heart of Europe; an engaged and constructive member of the family of nations. 
May Hungary continue to thrive and prosper for centuries to come.”

We thank for the message of the UN Secretary General.

Distinguished Guests,

I may now request Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány to hold his commemorative speech.

